London & Paris

9 Days: September 10-18 , 2012

This travel package planned and escorted by Pat Downs.

We’ve combined two of Europe’s most illustrious cities into one spectacular
trip! Join us for two of the world’s greatest experiences as we explore the high-
lights and hotspots of London and Paris.

September 10 we pick up through our scheduled departure cities on our way to
the Des Moines airport, our experienced international travel escort will assist
you with checking in for our flight to London. (In-flight meals)

September 11 arrive in London where our escort
leads us through customs and immigrations. Let

the exploration begin as we enjoy a cruise on the
River Thames from Westminster down to the Tower
of London. We’ll get acclimated with a London that’s
been shined and polished, fresh from hosting the
2012 summer Olympics. Next, get settled in and
comfortable at our hotel where we’ll stay the next 4

3 nights. This evening enjoy a traditional Welcome to

London pub dinner. (D)

September 12 today and each morning enjoy break-
fast in our hotel. We need to energize since we’re
scheduled for a full day immersing in the local sights

= |and sounds, beginning with a guided city tour of Lon-
. don. We’'ll travel by Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar
&l Square, Big Ben and Westminster Abbey. Our local
guide accompanies us as we tour St . Paul
and the Tower of London. The Tower is an astonish-
ing place, steeped in Britain’s remarkable history and
complete with a Crown Jewels exhibition. It has served as a royal resi-
dence, armory, treasury and most famously as a prison for enemies of the
crown, many of whom were tortured and met their death — including 2 of
Henry VIII's 6 wives. You'll have an opportunity to purchase lunch at the
Tower before traveling to St. Paul’'s Cathedral. Built between 1675 and
1710, St. Paul’s grandeur includes a stupendous fa-
cade with twin towers, baroque elements and the
crowning glory - a magnificent dome. Inside, the
American Memorial Chapel is the moving tribute by
the people of Britain to the 28,000 American citizens
who from their base in the UK, met their death in WWII. We spend a

S |
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September 13 today we journey back in time, as we travel to Salisbury
to tour the Salisbury Cathedral. This stunning cathedral was built be-
tween 1220 and 1258 and is the only medieval cathedral in the country
to have been designed entirely in an early English style. Its elegant
spire is the tallest in England, and the Magna Carta can be viewed in
the Chapter House. Next, our travels take us to Bath, one of England’s
ost elegant and historic cities, where we’ll tour the historic Roman

75 Baths. Bath owes its magnificent Georgian town-
scape to the bubbling pool of hot water at the heart of the city. The Ro-
3 mans transformed the location |nto England S flrst spa resort in the 1st

i noon tea at SaIIy Lunn’s Museum & Restaurant. Sally Lunn’s is Bath's
oldest home and the originator of the Bath bun
— a generous bread delicacy. On our return to

- =11 ondon, we’ll marvel at one of the area’s most
mesmerizing attractions — Stonehenge. Steeped in intrigue and
mystery, Stonehenge is the focal point of the densest concentration
of Neolithic and Bronze Age monuments anywhere in Britain, and
can be regarded as a kind of prehistoric cathedral, enduring since
3,000 BC. After a full day of exploring, we’re ready to head back to
our hotel for some evening rest and relaxation. (B, afternoon tea)

September 14 a visit to England wouldn’t be complete without familiarizing us with famed
literary figure, William Shakespeare. Our journey takes us through the Cotswolds, the
range of hills in west-central England, sometimes called the Heart of England. We'll travel to

home of hiswife-Anne Hat hawa yThss picduesqueatitatehed cottage has a
charming cottage garden and a tree & sculpture garden including a maze. This afternoon
visit Hidcote Manor Garden, one of Britain’s most famous gardens, full of splendid architec-
tural effects laid out over a period of 40 years. After a day spent imagining “times of olde,”
enjoy some modern shopping before making our way back to our hotel. (B)

September 15 this morning we’ll conclude our stay in
London, bid the British farewell, and journey on the Euro-
star high-speed rail to the romance and glamour of
Paris. We'll travel via the Channel Tunnel (known to lo-
cals as the “Chunnel”) which contains the longest under-
sea tunnel in the world. We arrive in the city of “ooh-la-la”
where our coach transfers us to our hotel for the next 3 I : :
W nights. The afternoon is at your leisure to begin experiencing French culture in
== this magnificent city. Paris is a captivating city with bustling street life, cos-
mopolitan cafes and the some of the most spectacular buildings and monu-
| ments in Europe. The city exudes style and there is an exciting, romantic
buzz in the air. Tonight we enjoy a 3-course dinner at Restaurant 58 Tour
Eiffel, located on the first floor of the Eiffel Tower, and offering a spectacu-
lar view of the Seine River. Gustave Eiffel’s 1,050- foot structure was de-
signed for the Universal Exhibition of 1889. Afterwards, a guide shows us
breathtaking views during an Evening llluminations city tour. (B,D)
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September 16 today and each morning of our Paris-stay, we’'ll
enjoy breakfast to ready us for our adventures. Our local guide
is there to accompany us throughout the day as we become ac-
quainted with the greatest landmarks of Paris.
Pinch yourself, you’re waking up in Paris where
the day’s agenda includes a guided tour of the
Chateau de Versailles — the monumental com-
plex of Louis XIV, Louis XV, Louis XVI and the infamous Marie Antoinette.

It began as Louis XlII's hunting lodge which was expanded by Louis XIV in
1668. By 1770 the massive structure had grown to what we see today.

@l Over the years, rivers were re-routed, hills moved and other monumental
task undertaken to please the Kings who lived here. The palace contained
some 3,000 beds in its glory days! Next, we’ll bask in the reverence and am-
biance of Notre Dame Cathedral (guided tours are only allowed when no
services are taking place). The Cathedral dates to 1163, and the flying but-
| tresses, gargoyles, stained glass and Gothic design combine to take your

sa o breath away! In contrast, we’ll visit the La Conciergerie which in 1391 was
4| the first prison of Paris. During the French Revolu-
tion, nearly 3,000 condemned spent their last days
here. Next, venture to Sainte Chapelle, the small gothic chapel
built by Louis IX in the 1240s to house relics from the Holy Land —
believed to be the Crown of Thorns and part of the True Cross. This
evening we’'ll have dinner at a restaurant in Montmartre, the high-
est hill of Paris and last “village” in the big city. (B,D)

September 17 our guide takes us on a journey to the Louvre
museum for a guided tour of its stunning collections of master
works of art — including Da Vinci’'s Mona Lisa. The Louvre was
constructed as a fortress against the Vikings in 1190 and has
been improved many times, becoming a public museum in 1793.
Since we have been studious scholars this morning, the after-
noon and evening are ours to freely delve into J
g '! W»{:'.Zln the local color, culture and maybe even more
x—— sl CUISiNe. Your travel escort will have some ready sugges-
“"ff':: | tions for people who want to check out another museum or
N specific sites. Stroll the streets, sit in a sidewalk café, go to
#¥] a flea market or do some souvenir hunting. Bask in the sur-
roundings of Paris, memorizing the look, the feel, the
sound...tomorrow we journey back home. Viva la France!

1(B)

L .

= ¥ eye Stages transportation will be waiting to return us
" | to our departure cities. (B, in-flight meals)
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This 9 -day London & Paris travel package includes: transportation between our scheduled depar-
ture cities and Des Moines International Airport, round-trip air transportation (based on Des Moines,
call for information & rates from other US air gateways), transfers between airport and hotel, ground
transportation while abroad, lodging for 8 nights, luggage handling, sightseeing tickets/admissions to
bolded attractions, 7 breakfasts, 4 dinners and 1 English tea (meals inclusive of gratuity).

$4,199 per person, double occupancy

$4,999 single room accommodations P EFE

ta makea
Deposit: $750 per person, due within 3 days of reservation. If deposits are not reservaton
received, reservations may be cancelled without notice.

Balance due: July 9

Delayed reservation fee: after July 9, a reservation for this trip requires an additional $50 per
person

Peace of Mind Protection: Not available for this travel package, but affordable cancellation protec-
tion and travel insurance are available. Detailed information will be sent with your confirmation or
call for advance information. Without protection, the following penalties will apply, regardless of the
reason for cancellation:

Cancellation prior to June 8, a $50 per person penalty applies

Cancellation from June 9-July 9, a $150 per person penalty applies plus air penalty
Cancellation from July 10-August 7, a 50% penalty applies plus air penalty
Cancellation from August 18-15, a 70% penalty applies plus air penalty
Cancellation from August 16-23, an 85% penalty applies plus air penalty
Cancellation on or after August 24, a 100% penalty applies (non-refundable)

Scheduled departure cities: Ames, Cedar Rapids, Clear Lake, Coralville, Decorah, Des Moines,
Fort Dodge, Newton and Waterloo

A valid passport is required for this travel package.

Air/rail/cruise tickets are subject to supplemental price increases which may be imposed after purchase due to additional cos ts
imposed by a supplier or government (such as increased fees, fuel surcharges, taxes and/or foreign exchange fluctuations). To
offset these fees, you may be charged post -purchase price increases by NorthLand Travel.

When circumstances arise beyond our control, NorthLand Travel reserves the right to make
itinerary changes.

Moderate+ itinerary - some standing or stairs, a few blocks of

‘ walking plus options for additional activity/walking
Activity Meter - 2.5
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